Quark 123 Tactical Flashlight
www.4Sevens.com
By Chris Fry

Another trainer and friend of mine recently pointed me to a new series of “tactical”
flashlight offerings from 4sevens.com. For some reading this you already know about
my light and gear habit, so it will be no surprise to hear | immediately contacted
4Sevens for a light and liked it so damn much | decided to do a review. Be warned, | am
no professional gear reviewer. | have included the information | think is important prior
to purchasing a tactical light.

| received my Quark 123% Tactical flashlight early last week and have been carrying and
testing it out ever since. 4sevens owner David Chow used his experience and
knowledge as well as the feedback from Candlepowerforums.com members to create a
light that he hoped would meet everyone's demands. The Quark Series is the
culmination of his efforts. Quark is a new series of flashlights produced and
manufactured by 4sevens.com and their team of engineers over the last five years.
4sevens.com has been around for awhile and | have purchased a couple Fenix
flashlights and a Nitecore from them over the last couple years and have been very
satisfied with every purchase.

What’'s in the Box?

First, | have to say that for the price of this light
(which | will touch on again later) they spared no
expense. The packaging itself is high end and | was
immediately encouraged by this fact. Sometimes we
see things we want and when we finally get them the
cheap packaging is a bad omen for the product in
general. This was not the case with the Quark 123
Tactical.
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Included in the package is the light body itself, instruction,
manual, integrated and reversible clip, a set of CR123
batteries, a set of replacement O-rings (another very nice
feature) for the bezel and tail cap, a quark grip, belt holster
and lanyard.

OPERATOR'S MANUAL

Specifications

The Quark 1232 Tactical comes with an impressive array of options. It takes the
standard CR123 batteries that most “tactical” lights do and although costly the
performance of these batteries is better according to 4sevens literature than the lights
which run AA. The emitter is a Cree LED XP-G R5, it has 5 current regulated output
levels, 3 flash modes (strobe, sos and beacon), momentary activation and level
memorization. The body is fully knurled aircraft grade aluminum with a Type Ill hard
anodized finish with IPX-8 waterproofing and comes with a reversible/removable pocket
clip. The lens is impact resistant glass with a dual coating, a sapphire coating on the
outside and anti-reflective coating on the inside for maximum efficiency and durability.

Model

Qzark 1237
TACTICAL
. Two CR123A batteries
’/ I POWER: (up to 4.2 volts each)
] I
(S// OUTPUT: Maximum: 190 lumens
Moonlight: 0.2 lumen
@ \ RUNTIME: Runtime at Maximum: 1.8 hours

Runtime at Moonlight: 30 days

SOS\ STROBE: Strobe, S.0.Sand Beacon

flash modes
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Output settings and runtime are generous with the 8 basic output levels/modes
available and the option to program the light for 2 specific user-defined modes. See

below for exact output specs:
Moonlight: 0.2 lumens for 30 days
Low: 4 lumens for 5 days
Medium: 22 lumens for 20 hours
High: 85 lumens for 4.5 hours
Max: 230 lumens for 1.8 hours
Strobe: 230 lumens for 3 hours

Beacon: 0-230 lumens pulse for 23 hours
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EASY to CONCEAL - EASY to RETAIN - FAST to ACCESS
Size = Circumference at base of index & middle finger. EX.4.50"  1/8=.13, 2/8=.25, 38=38, 48=.50, 58=63, 68=.75 78= 88
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The Quark 123? tactical
light measures 4.5
inches in length, it is
0.86 inches in diameter
and weighs 1.8 ounces.

It is very comfortable in
the hand and enough of
the light protrudes from
the front and rear of the
hand to facilitate striking
with  the light when
justified.

W ‘ MDTS, LLC 2009



One feature | really prefer on my lights is a “clickie”
tail cap. This offers the user the ability to
momentarily touch the tail cap and emit a burst of
light without having to fully click the light on. |
recently got another tactical light for more money
than the Quark and while it is nice a big negative is
that the light has to be clicked fully on prior to
operating any of its special modes such as the
strobe feature or low level navigation mode.

TACTICAL

Quark 7237

The Quark also comes with a protruding tail cap

where the switch sits higher than the actual body.

See picture above (you can buy a “flat” tail cap if
that’'s what you prefer). | also prefer this type of tail cap as it facilitates easier function of
the light from various flashlight/gun techniques such as the Roger’s/Surefire or
Hargreaves lite-touch techniques.

The Quark 123° tactical comes with a
unique “grip” that | have never seen before.
It looks and feels like bicycle inner tube
which loops around the bezel and tail cap
forming a horseshoe grip. It seems pretty
durable but I am not convinced of any
tactical application for this type of grip.
Once on and in the hand it does not
facilitate switching grips or provide the
ability to remove the light from the working
surface (palm) of hand momentarily to
perform tasks such as magazine changes or
manipulations. This may be why a lanyard
was also included. It bears more testing on
my part.
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This is a solid light and meets all the
requirements | look for in a “tactical’
flashlight that I may have to depend
upon in a bad situation. It is rugged,
having survived 2 drop tests from
shoulder height onto the concrete floor
~at the range. It also survived 1 throw
test where | threw it from my porch out
onto my paved driveway. It is waterproof
having been dropped into a puddle of water and left there for several minutes, rolled
around, submerged and then ran flawlessly. | cannot say how many feet underwater it is
waterproof to.

The Quark 1237 tactical output is a tightly focused bright white hotspot with excellent
throw. Beam spill is also good providing a large corona of light with which a large room
or area can be viewed. The user interface is simple with only a twist of the bezel to
change between your two user-defined output modes. Programming the two user-
defined modes took me a few minutes but 4sevens manual and website with YouTube
video helped with the process.

Quark 123° Tactical hot spot
on right, 190 lumens

Surefire L4 Digital Lumamax
hotspot on left, 120 lumens
with slight donut effect

Offering 190 lumen max output this light is more than capable of location, identification
and engagement of potential threats. Even the high output setting emits 85 lumens
which are well above the industry accepted standard of 60-65 lumens for indoor tactical
usage.
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Conclusion

Overall | am very pleased with this light. When | first got it and noticed the cylindrical
body | was a little worried about the potential for the light to roll if dropped. However,
design and placement of the removable/reversible pocket clip prevents this. 4sevens
offer some great products with this new Quark line taking the lead, in my opinion.
Especially nice is the price point of the Quark 123 Tactical compared to some of the
other “tactical flashlight” industry offerings. | have paid a lot more for a lot less.

Price: $69 + Shipping

Quark 1232 Tactical Light
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http://www.4sevens.com/product_info.php?cPath=297_306&products_id=1654

